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President’s Report Inside This Issue:

Dear LVMA 
Members,

As we 
welcome 
the fall 
season and 
approach 
the holidays, 
I find myself 
reflecting 

on my time as LVMA President 
with deep gratitude and 
excitement for the future. It’s 
hard to believe how quickly this 
year has flown by—wasn’t it 
just spring yesterday? Whether 
you’re already ahead on holiday 
shopping or, like me, still 
wondering when you’ll find the 
time, I hope you’re embracing 
the season’s energy and joy.

Serving as LVMA President 
has been an absolute honor. I 
am continually inspired by the 
dedication, talent, and warmth 
of our members -people who 
are passionate about making 
a difference! Thank you for the 
trust you placed in me and 
for the privilege of working 
alongside such a vibrant 
network.

Registration is now open for the 
2026 LVMA Winter Meeting to 
be held March 26-29, 2026, at the 
DoubleTree in Lafayette, LA! 

Attending the LVMA’s Annual 
Winter Meeting is a great 
opportunity for veterinarians to 
receive the required 20 hours 

of continuing education credit. 
At our Business meeting on 
Saturday, March 28 we will 
recognize the winners of our 
awards for contributions to 
Veterinary Medicine and Animal 
Welfare including Salesperson of 
the Year and Pet of the Year. Our 
membership will also welcome 
Dr. Clare Scully as our new 
President at this meeting.

Please plan to join us at the 
Winter Meeting and encourage 
your veterinary technicians to 
attend so they can earn CE and 
network with colleagues.

On December 14, I will 
participate in the LSU SVM 
White Coat Ceremony for the 
Class of 2027. The ceremony 
signifies the start of their clinical 
rotations and symbolizes their 
readiness for patient care. Your 
LVMA is honored and privileged 
to participate in this milestone 
ceremony for students who will 
soon become our colleagues. 
Welcoming these students as 
members of the LVMA, along 
with their complimentary 
membership, is part of the 
message to them. Please reach 
out to veterinary students and 
recent graduates to encourage 
them to join our organization.

Dr. Kathleen 
Elstrott and I 
will attend the 
AVMA House of 
Delegates (HOD) 
Winter Meeting 

and Veterinary Leadership 
Conference (VLC) in Chicago, 
representing you as Alternate 
Delegate and Delegate to the 
HOD, respectively.  We are 
honored to represent Louisiana 
veterinarians!

We’re eager to hear your ideas 
for how your LVMA can best 
support you in 2026 and beyond. 
Please share your comments, 
suggestions, or dreams for the 
future—let’s shape the next 
chapter together!

Thank you for your continued 
support and for making the 
LVMA such a special community. 
Wishing you a safe, healthy, and 
happy holiday season. Here’s to 
the future!

With gratitude,

Pam Mitchell, MS, DVM
President
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Executive Director’s Report
The end of the year is upon us, and I can say that this year 
has overall been a great year for the LVMA! We started the 
year off with a successful conference in Baton Rouge and 
then rolled right into the legislative session where your 
Legislative Team worked hard to protect the veterinary 
profession and were overwhelmingly successful. SWVS 
continues to be a successful partnership and lastly, the LVMA 
was well represented at Commissioner Mike Strain’s Fall Ball 
and those in attendance had a great time as always.

The LVMA hosted their Board meeting at SWVS in 
September where they continued to discuss initiatives in 
the Strategic Plan and plans for the 2026 year. We thank the 
volunteers helping out on the initiatives and we are excited 
to bring some of this work to the membership in the coming 
year.

In October, I had the pleasure of attending the Veterinary 
Medical Association of Executives (VMAE) meeting which is 
made up of association executives (ex. Executive Directors) 
in veterinary medicine. This meeting is always one of 
my favorites – it is inspiring to hear the success of other 
veterinary associations programs and share successes from 
LVMA with others. There is such great enthusiasm for the 
veterinary profession, and I am honored to be a part of this 
community.

Important Reminder - LVMA dues statements for 2026 
have been mailed and are available for renewal online at 
www.lvma.org.  The renewal includes optional voluntary 
contributions to the Dr. Walter J. Ernst, Jr. Veterinary 
Memorial Foundation (“the Foundation”) and the LVMA 
Political Action Committee (PAC).  Contributions to the 
Foundation are deductible as charitable contributions.  
Contributions to the PAC are not deductible for federal 
income tax purposes.  Feel free to strike out the suggested 
amount and replace it with a larger contribution than 
suggested. 

Lastly, don’t forget that we will be hosting our 2026 
Winterish Meeting March 26-29, 2026 at the DoubleTree 
Lafayette. Registration and housing is open so book soon 
before the room block fills up. Lafayette is always a great 
draw and we look forward to hosting you all next quarter.

I wish you all a joyous holiday season,

Melanie Talley, CAE
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Classifieds
The Louisiana State Racing Commission is seeking 
veterinarians to work at various racetracks across 
the state. Our goal is to add new members who 
enjoy working with horses and desire a career 
with no on-call emergencies and no equipment or 
vehicle requirements. Seasonal employees to work 
as full-time, part-time or as contract workers. Email 
acrowell@lrc.state.la.us

OPPORTUNITY for a Veterinarian to move into 
practice ownership of small animal clinic in Baton 
Rouge, serving community over 60 years. Contact 
ccooper123@yahoo.com 225.572.0067

Walter J. Ernst, Jr. Veterinary Memorial Foundation
Thanks to the following people, clinics, and all past contributors, the Dr. Walter J. Ernst, Jr. 
Veterinary Memorial Foundation continues to grow. Your continued support will help the 

Foundation to reach new heights. Please Consider a contribution today and encourage your 
clients to participate in our memorial program.

Donations in Memory of:
George Douglas Brandon, DVM

Courtesy of: Brandon Veterinary Clinic, Lawna Mayo, and Charlie E. Jones, Jr.

Thank you to the following donors for their contributions to the Dr. Walter J. Ernst, Jr. 
Veterinary Memorial Foundation:

Roberta Beckers, Joseph Break, Katie Berthelot, Desiree Thomas Vizinat, Andrew 
Plauche, Kristin Plauche, Jesse Brandon, Jacqueline Simon, Bettie Fauntleroy, Adrianna 

Smith, Josh Smith, and Kathleen Elstrott

All donations received will be recognized. Family members will receive a card notifying them of the 
donation and the individual or clinic that made the donation in honor of a pet or loved one. 

Mixed animal practice in central Louisiana. 
Digital x-ray, new dental machine, therapy laser, 
Idexx lasercyte CBC, and Catalyst I machines.  
Predominantly small animal, but I have developed 
an equine clientele.  Building is older, but in good 
shape.  Plenty of runs and cages for day boarding 
and regular boarding.  About 25 large runs with 3 
large cage banks for small dogs and cats.  Isolation 
area away from other parts of clinic.  Working 
about 35 hours/wk and gross is about 675,000.00.  
No emergencies, unless you want them.  Contact 
Doug at (318)332-2221.

Upcoming Events
Date

Jan. 8 - 10, 2026

March 26 - 29, 2026

Sept. 17 - 20, 2026

Event

AVMA Veterinary 
Leadership Conference

LVMA Winter Meeting

SWVS

Host

AVMA

LVMA

SWVS

Location

Chicago, IL

Lafayette, LA

San Antonio, TX	

For More Info

www.avma.org

www.lvma.org

www.swvs.org

Want to see your ad here? 
Visit www.lvma.org under the 

Newsletter tab for our advertising 
rates. First 50 words are FREE in 

Classified Ads for members!
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24/7 Emergency 
and Specialty Care

Your Trusted Partner for

medvet.com/refer-a-patient
See You at the LVMA Winter Meeting! We’re honored to participate and support the
Louisiana veterinary community, advancing specialty and emergency care together.

*Now Available 7 Days/Week!

MedVet Mandeville
3561 Highway 190
Mandeville, LA 70471
985.626.4862

MedVet New Orleans
2315 N. Causeway Blvd.
Metairie, LA 70001
504.835.8508

Speciality Service

24/7 Emergency Medicine

Anesthesia & Pain Management

Cardiology

Critical Care*
Dermatology

Integrative Medicine

Internal Medicine

Medical Oncology

Radiology

Rehabilitation

Surgery

 Mandeville New Orleans

Winston

MedVet ER Patient



5

Advanced Specialty Care with

Compassionate Expertise

Surgery

Dermatology

Internal Medicine

www.gnovetspecialists.com

Our  Services

CT Scan

Advanced Diagnostics

Specialized Care

Veterinary SpecialistsVeterinary Specialists

of Greater New Orleans

(504) 510-3300 

Our Website

Contact Us

Our Address

1937 Veterans Memorial Blvd.

Metairie, LA 70005

www.cavsla.com

Capital AreaCapital Area

Veterinary SpecialistsVeterinary Specialists

(225) 424-6712

Our Website

Contact Us

Our Address

2380 O’Neal Lane

Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Monday - Friday

8:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Office Hours

Saturday 

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM
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CHECK WWW.LVMA.ORG FOR THE MOST UP TO  DATE SCHEDULE. SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 2026
7:30 am - 6:00 pm	 Registration

8:00 am - 12:00 pm	 Dental Lab Pre-Conference - Session 1 (Additional Fee Required)

1:00 pm - 5:00 pm	 Dental Lab Pre-Conference - Session 2 (Additional Fee Required)

5:00 pm - 6:00 pm	 Exhibit Hall Ribbon Cutting & Happy Hour

FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 2026
7:00 am - 5:00 PM	 Registration
				    Exhibit Hall Open

7:00 am - 8:00 am	 Continental Breakfast in Exhibit Hall

8:00 am - 6:20 pm	 CE Sessions - Companion Animal & Large Animal

9:50 am - 10:30 am	 Break in Exhibit Hall

12:20 pm - 2:00 pm	 Committee Meetings & Lunch
				    Attendee Lunch on Own

3:50 pm - 4:30 pm	 Break in Exhibit Hall

SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 2026
7:00 am - 5:00 pm	 Registration

7:00 am - 4:30 pm	 Exhibit Hall Open

7:00 am - 8:00 am	 Continental Breakfast in Exhibit Hall
				    Christian Breakfast (Additional Fee Required)

8:00 am - 6:20 pm	 CE Sessions - Companion Animal, Large Animal, 
				    Practice Management, Veterinary Technician

9:50 am - 10:30 am	 Break in Exhibit Hall

10:15 am - 1:30 pm	 Auxiliary Tour & Lunch (Additional Fee Required)

12:30 pm - 2:00 pm	 LVMA Business Meeting & Luncheon (Additional Fee Required)

3:50 pm - 4:30 pm	 Last Look at Exhibits & Bingo Prize Drawing

SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2026
7:30 am - 9:00 am	 Registration

7:30 am - 8:30 am	 Continental Breakfast

8:00 am - 11:50 am	 CE Sessions - Companion Animal, Large Animal, Veterinary Technician

NEW!

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE
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GENERAL INFORMATION
WELCOME
The Louisiana Veterinary Medical Association 
invites you to the 2026 Winter Meeting,
March 26–29, 2026 at the DoubleTree in 
Lafayette, Louisiana.

REGISTRATION
Registration is required for admission. Online 
registration is available at www.lvma.org.

Deadlines
•	 Early Registration Discount: ends March 6, 

2026 (Add $25 if postmarked after March 6 or if 
registering on-site)

•	 Preregistration Ends: March 20, 2026

Payment: MasterCard, VISA, Discover, AMEX 
accepted. (No cash by mail. Exact change required 
for on-site cash payment.)

Onsite Registration Hours – Portico Foyer
•	 Thu, March 26: 7:30 pm – 6:00 pm
•	 Fri, March 27: 7:00 am – 5:00 pm
•	 Sat, March 28: 7:00 am – 5:00 pm
•	 Sun, March 29: 7:30 am – 9:00 am

Registration Categories
Full Registration – Veterinarians & Vet Students
Includes:
•	 20 CE hours
•	 Continental breakfasts each Friday - Sunday
•	 Exhibit Area access

Veterinarian Spouse/Guest
Includes:
•	 Auxiliary Lunch (RSVP required)
•	 Continental breakfasts Friday - Sunday
•	 Exhibit Area access

LSU Faculty
Includes:
•	 Admission to all CE sessions (no CE credit; may 

pay Full Registration fee to receive CE credit)
•	 Continental breakfasts Friday - Sunday
•	 Exhibit Area access

Other Staff
Office managers and staff may register for Practice 
Management Sessions (8 hours) via the designated 
form section. Veterinary Technicians should use 
the designated form.

CANCELLATIONS & REFUNDS
•	 By March 6, 2026: Refund minus $25 

processing fee
•	 March 6 – 20, 2026: 50% refund
•	 After March 20, 2026: No refunds

Requests must be submitted in writing to: 
office@lvma.org

HOTEL RESERVATIONS
DoubleTree Lafayette
1521 West Pinhook Road, Lafayette, LA 70503
•	 Group Rate: 
	 - $159/night + taxes/fees (King)
	 - $139/night + taxes/fees (Double)
•	 Booking Deadline: March 12, 2026 or Until Sold 

Out (first come, first served)
•	 Phone: 800-222-8733 with the Group Code: LVT 
•	 Online: https://tinyurl.com/4f3v3fkz 

CONTINUING EDUCATION
•	 Attendees can earn up to 20 CE hours.
•	 Daily CE attendance forms will be provided.
•	 It is each attendee’s responsibility to record 

sessions attended.
•	 Full schedule to be published soon on the 

LVMA website. Schedule is subject to change.

EXHIBIT PROGRAM
Open Hours
•	 Thurs, March 26: 5:00 – 6:00 pm
•	 Fri, March 27: 7:00 am – 5:00 pm
•	 Sat, March 28: 7:00 am – 4:30 pm

Includes: Continental breakfasts & refreshments

Ribbon Cutting & Happy Hour: Join us for the first 
ever Exhibit Hall Ribbon Cutting and Happy Hour 
to kick off the 2026 Winter Meeting at 5:00pm 
Thursday.

Door Prizes:
•	 Have exhibitors initial your Exhibitor Card for 

your chance to win great prizes, including 
complimentary registration to SWVS and the 
2027 Winter Meeting!

•	 Turn in the card by 4:00 pm Saturday at 
Registration

Schedule subject to change.
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MEALS & SPECIAL EVENTS
Continental Breakfasts (Included in Registration 
Fee)
•	 Fri & Sat: 7:00–8:00 am
•	 Sun: 7:30–8:30 am

Christian Breakfast
•	 Sat, March 28 | 7:00–8:00 am
•	 Speaker: Dr. and Mrs. Joe Stark
•	 $25 per plate

Business Meeting & Veterinarian Luncheon
•	 Sat, March 28 | 12:00-1:30 pm
•	 Updates, officer installation, WJE trustees, and 

2025 Awards
•	 Tickets required:
	 - $5 Veterinarians
	 - $30 Others
(Limited on-site tickets available.)

Committee Meetings
•	 Fri, March 27 | 12:20-1:30 pm
•	 Lunch provided for committees scheduled in 

advance.

Auxiliary Tour
•	 Sat, March 28
•	 More details coming soon!
•	 Included with spouse/guest registration
•	 RSVP required to office@lvma.org
•	 Transportation on your own.

AWARDS
Presented during the Veterinarian Luncheon on 
Saturday, March 28:
•	 Everett D. Besch Distinguished Service Award
•	 Ralph C. Cooper Veterinarian of the Year
•	 Pet of the Year
•	 Salesperson of the Year
•	 H. Bland O’Connor Support Person of the Year

CONVENTION COMMITTEE
Thank you to the LVMA Program Committee for 
putting together the 2026 slate of speakers!
•	 John Mauterer, DVM
•	 Jon Fletcher, DVM
•	 Dale Peyroux, DVM
•	 Clare Scully, DVM

NEW THIS YEAR
DENTAL LAB 

PRE-CONFERENCE COURSE
Thursday, March 26th

8:00 am - 12:00 pm - Session 1
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm - Session 2

We are excited to host a Dental Lab 
pre-conference course this year! We 
will have two sessions, each will be 4 
hours. You only need to attend one! 

More details and registration coming 
soon!

EXHIBIT HALL RIBBON 
CUTTING & HAPPY HOUR

Thursday, March 26th
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Kick off the LVMA Winter 
Meeting by joining us for a 
festive ribbon cutting and 

happy hour in the Exhibit Hall. 
All attendees are invited to 

sip, shop, and mingle with our 
2026 exhibitors as we officially 
open the hall for the weekend. 
Enjoy a relaxed, social start to 

the meeting while discovering 
the latest products, services, 
and innovations in veterinary 

medicine. Cheers to an exciting 
year ahead!
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2026 LVMA WINTER MEETING
March 26-29, 2026 - DoubleTree Lafayette

Veterinarians, Veterinarian Students, 
Spouses and/or Guests Registration Form

ONLINE REGISTRATION AVAILABLE!
Instructions: Please type or print. Make your check payable to LVMA and mail with your registration form to: LVMA, 8550 United 
Plaza Boulevard, Suite 1001, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70809, or fax this form with your credit card information to (225) 408-4422. 
The deadline for early registration discount is March 6, 2026. For registration postmarked after that date, please add $25 to the 
total fee. Please contact the LVMA at office@lvma.org if you have any questions.

Name: _____________________________________________ Preferred Badge Name: ______________________________________

Clinic: _________________________________________________________________ Phone: ___________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________ City, State, Zip: ___________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

REGISTRATIONS
Veterinarians – Full Registration:
Includes 20 possible hours of CE, Continental Breakfasts, Refreshment Breaks, and Admission to Exhibit Area.
**Business Meeting and Veterinarian Luncheon requires ticket purchase below.

		  LVMA Member (Regular, Life, Honorary, Graduate and Associate)*.................................................$310.00 _________
		  Annual Membership Dues*.................................................................$195.00 In-State or $125.00 Out-of-State _________
		  Out-of-State Veterinarian (Member of any other State VMA)................................................................$310.00 _________
		  Non-Member .............................................................................................................................................................................$475.00 _________
Veterinarians – One-Day Only Registration:
Friday:		  Includes 8 possible CE Hours, Continental Breakfast, and Admission to Exhibit Area
		  LVMA or other State VMA Member.............................................................................................................................$175.00 _________
		  Non-Member...............................................................................................................................................................................$245.00 _________
Saturday:	 Includes 8 possible CE Hours, Continental Breakfast, and Admission to Exhibit Area
		  **Business Meeting and Veterinarian Luncheon requires ticket purchase below.
		  LVMA or other State VMA Member.............................................................................................................................$175.00 _________
		  Non-Member...............................................................................................................................................................................$245.00 _________
Sunday: 	 Includes 4 possible CE Hours
		  LVMA or other State VMA Member............................................................................................................................$145.00 _________
		  Non-Member...............................................................................................................................................................................$235.00 _________ 
LSU Faculty Registration: Includes admission to CE courses and Exhibit Area. 
(No CE credit will be given, must purchase a ticket to attend the Business Meeting and Veterinarian Luncheon)................................$0.00 _________
Student Registration: Includes attendance to CE courses, Continental Breakfasts, & Admission to Exhibit Area.......................$0.00 _________
Veterinarian Spouse/Guest Registration: Includes Continental Breakfasts, Refreshment Breaks, Auxiliary Tour & Luncheon (must RSVP 
to the LVMA office), and admission to Exhibit Area. (Does not include admittance to CE programs or Business Meeting)
		  Spouse/Guest First & Last Name____________________________________________.......................$65.00 _________
Additional Social Tickets (Please write additional badge names on another sheet of paper.)

	 Christian Breakfast.........................................................................................................................................................No. _____ @ $25.00 _________
	 Business Meeting and Luncheon**.............................................................No. _____@ $5.00 (Vets), @ $30.00 (other) _________
Lecture Notes
Lecture notes will be provided to all registrants electronically. Printed notes are available for an additional $20.00........................No. _____ @ $20.00 _________
Add $25 if postmarked after March 6, 2026........................................................................................................$25.00 _________

													                        TOTAL _________

PAYMENT METHOD	  ________Check Enclosed	 ________VISA	 ________MasterCard	 ________American Express     ________Discover

Name on Credit Card___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Credit Card No.________________________________________Exp. Date_________________CVV_____________ Amount to be Charged______________________

Signature_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

*Veterinarians who have not paid 2026 dues must pay membership dues to attend the full meeting.
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2026 LVMA WINTER MEETING
March 26-29, 2026 - DoubleTree Lafayette

Veterinary Technicians, Veterinarian Technician Students, 
Practice Management, and Other Staff Registration Form

ONLINE REGISTRATION AVAILABLE!

Instructions: Please type or print. Make your check payable to LVMA and mail with your registration form to: LVMA, 8550 United 
Plaza Boulevard, Suite 1001, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70809, or fax this form with your credit card information to (225) 408-4422. 
The deadline for early registration discount is March 6, 2026. For registration postmarked after that date, please add $25 to the 
total fee. Please contact the LVMA at office@lvma.org if you have any questions.

Name: _____________________________________________ Badge Nickname: ____________________________________________

Clinic: _________________________________________________________________ Phone: ___________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________ City, State, Zip: ___________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LVMA Practice Management Registration
Saturday Only Practice Management Program:
Includes Continental Breakfast and 8 Possible CE Hours

		  Office Managers, Other Staff, Veterinary Technicians....................................................................................$75.00 _________
Lecture Notes
Lecture notes will be provided to all registrants electronically. Printed notes are available for an additional $20.00........................No. _____ @ $20.00 _________

Veterinary Technician Program Registration
Saturday & Sunday Technician Program:
Includes Saturday & Sunday Technician Program, and Admission to Exhibit Area

		  Veterinary Technician.............................................................................................................................................................$125.00 _________
		  Student Technician......................................................................................................................................................................$0.00 _________
		  Other Staff.......................................................................................................................................................................................$125.00 _________
Saturday Only Technician Program:
Includes 7 possible CE Hours, Continental Breakfast, and Admission to Exhibit Area

		  Veterinary Technician...............................................................................................................................................................$75.00 _________
		  Student Technician......................................................................................................................................................................$0.00 _________
		  Other Staff.........................................................................................................................................................................................$75.00 _________
Sunday Only Technician Program:
Includes 4 possible CE Hours and Continental Breakfast

		  Veterinary Technician..............................................................................................................................................................$50.00 _________
		  Student Technician......................................................................................................................................................................$0.00 _________
		  Other Staff........................................................................................................................................................................................$50.00 _________

Additional Social Tickets (Please write additional badge names on another sheet of paper.)

	 Christian Breakfast.........................................................................................................................................................No. _____ @ $25.00 _________

Add $25 if postmarked after March 6, 2026........................................................................................................$25.00 _________

													                        TOTAL _________

PAYMENT METHOD	  ____Check Enclosed	 ____VISA____	 MasterCard	 ____American Express     ____Discover
Name on Credit Card______________________________________________________________________________________________
Credit Card No._________________________________Exp. Date___________CVV________ Amount to be Charged___________
Signature__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Cases of Equine Herpesvirus-1 (EHV-1) 
has been confirmed by equine veterinary 
clinics in Texas, with cases traced to a 
recent equine competition in Waco. Three 
horses from Texas that participated in that 
event are currently quarantined at the LSU 
School of Veterinary Medicine Veterinary 
Teaching Hospital (VTH) and receiving 
treatment for confirmed EHV-1. The 
owners of these horses were given special 
permission by the Texas and Louisiana state 
veterinarians to cross state lines because 
isolation facilities in Texas are full, and LSU 
Vet Med has the next closest respiratory 
isolation unit. Quarantined horses are being 
housed in the isolation unit and pose no 
risk to animals in the rest of the VTH, and 
the equine hospital will remain open for 
appointments and emergency cases.

Diagnosis
Nasal swabs and blood samples from the 
horses were submitted to LSU Diagnostics 
(Louisiana Animal Disease Diagnostics Lab) 
for a diagnosis. A real-time polymerase 
chain reaction (PCR) assay was performed 
on specimens for detection of EHV-1. This 
method of testing is highly sensitive and 
specific with a rapid (one day) turnaround 
time for results. 

What is EHV-1?
EHV-1 is a virus that spreads from horse 
to horse through contact with nasal 
discharge and aerosol droplets; it can also 
spread through contact with contaminated 
surfaces such as stalls, water, feed, tack, and 
vehicles, and people can spread the virus 
through contaminated hands, clothing, and 
equipment. EHV-1 predominantly causes 

respiratory signs but can cause other issues 
such as neurologic disease and abortion in 
pregnant mares. 

Vaccine and Prevention
There is no vaccine to protect against the 
neurologic form of the disease, but there 
are vaccines to protect against from the 
respiratory and abortion forms of the 
disease. The best way to limit spread of 
the disease is to quarantine horses that 
may have been exposed to infected horses 
and clean and disinfect surfaces, clothing, 
and equipment to reduce the chance of 
transmission.

Prognosis
EHV-1 is not typically fatal, but horses 
that are severely affected may need 
hospitalization and severe cases of the 
neurologic form can potentially be deadly. 

Signs
Clinical signs include
•	 Fever
•	 Nasal discharge
•	 Enlarged lymph nodes
•	 Lethargy
•	 Late-term abortion (up to two months 

following infection)
•	 Neurologic disease (signs include 

inability to stand, incoordination, urine 
dribbling)

If you suspect you have a horse that has 
developed the neurologic form of EHV-1, 
LSU VTH requires an initial assessment by 
your veterinarian to determine if it is able to 
be treated and quarantined on the property 
or if it requires referral to LSU.  Many horses 

LSU VET MED TREATING THREE TEXAS 
HORSES QUARANTINED FOR CONFIRMED 
EQUINE HERPESVIRUS-1
November 19, 2025
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with neurologic EHV-1 can be successfully 
treated and quarantined on their property.  
Only severe cases should be referred to a 
veterinary hospital with a quarantine facility 
capable of handling contagious respiratory 
diseases, such as at LSU VTH. Once the 
isolation facility is at capacity, no additional 
cases will be able to be accepted to the VTH 
until stalls in the isolation building become 
available again.

Treatment
Horses with EHV-1 can be treated with 
supportive care and anti-inflammatory 
medications. Drugs may also be necessary 
to reduce fever and improve appetite. 
Antiviral medications may be needed for 
the neurologic form of EHV-1 and are best 
utilized when administered to exposed 
horses before they onset of clinical signs. 
Owners should contact their veterinarian to 
discuss treatment options.

“Owners that suspect a horse has been 
exposed should contact their veterinarian 
and quarantine the horse and any horses 
that have been exposed to that horse,” 
said Rose Baker, BVMS, DACVIM (LAIM), 
associate professor of equine medicine. 
“Your veterinarian can submit samples to 
LSU Diagnostics to determine if a horse is 
shedding EHV-1 into the environment.” Dr. 
Baker’s clinical and research interests relate 
to neurologic diseases in horses, critical 
care, and internal medicine. 

Contact
For questions about EHV-1 
testing, please call LSU 
Diagnostics at 225-578-9777 or 
go to laddl.org. If you or your 
veterinarian need to speak to 
an equine specialist at LSU Vet 
Med, please call 225-578-9500. 
Information about the LSU Vet 
Med VTH is available online at lsu.
edu/vetmed under Hospital.

About LSU Diagnostics
LSU Diagnostics (Louisiana Animal Disease 
Diagnostic Lab) is a full-service American 
Association of Veterinary Laboratory 
Diagnosticians-accredited facility housed 
within the LSU School of Veterinary 
Medicine. The laboratory provides animal 
disease diagnostic services to veterinarians, 
livestock and poultry producers, and animal 
owners across Louisiana and neighboring 
states. LSU Diagnostics supports teaching 
and research programs at LSU Vet Med and 
plays a vital role in detecting, controlling, 
and preventing animal diseases that affect 
public health and the economy. 

About LSU Vet Med: Bettering 
lives through education, public 
service, and discovery
The LSU School of Veterinary Medicine is 
one of only 33 veterinary schools in the U.S. 
and the only one in Louisiana. LSU Vet Med 
is dedicated to improving and protecting 
the lives of animals and people through 
superior education, transformational 
research, and compassionate care. We 
teach. We heal. We discover. We protect.

Contact
Ginger Guttner, MMC, APR
Assistant Director of Communications
LSU Vet Med
ginger@lsu.edu
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N E W  
O R L E A N S

B R U S H  U P  W I T H  T H E  O N L Y
D E D I C A T E D  V E T E R I N A R Y  D E N T A L
S P E C I A L T Y  I N  T H E  S T A T E  I N  O U R
N E W L Y  E X P A N D E D  C L I N I C

8 3 0 0  E A R H A R T  B L V D .  
S U I T E  1 0 1
N E W  O R L E A N S ,  L A  7 0 1 1 8

V D S P E T S . C O M

E R I N  R I B K A
D V M ,  D A V D C
B O A R D  C E R T I F I E D
V E T E R I N A R Y  D E N T I S T ™

O P E N  W I D E
GULF SOUTH
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Louisiana Veterinary Medical Association
8550 United Plaza Blvd., Ste. 1001
Baton Rouge, LA 70809

Contact Simmons today.
(256) 650-8387
midsouth@simmonsinc.com

Buy a practice.

Sell a practice
(corporate or private).
Get a management
appraisal.
Secure an appraisal for
exit planning.


